
 

 

     Everybody Wins! DC (EW!DC) is 
pleased to announce that Target will 
be the Lead Mentor Corporate Spon-
sor at not one, but three Power Lunch 
Programs: Amidon -Bowen, Brent and 
Tyler Elementary Schools. Together 
the programs serve more than 365 
students.  
     EW!DC Executive Director Mary 
Salander remarked, “Target’s com-
mitment to create impactful educa-
tional opportunities for our students 
has driven every step of our new 
partnership.  Our supporters at Tar-
get have gone above and beyond 
with their generous donation, which 

will help EW!DC succeed in continuing 
to promote literacy and instill a love of 
reading.”  
     As part of its ongoing efforts to 
strengthen families and communities, 
Target’s charitable donation, which 
also includes bookcarts, school sup-
plies, and an astonishing 1,500 books, 
has considerably helped EW!DC im-
prove the Power Lunch program.   Lay-
sha Ward, President of Community 
Relations at Target,  highlights their  
national approach.  “At Target, our  
local grants are making a difference in 
communities across the country. We’re 
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     On Tuesday, March 15th, Everybody Wins! 
DC (EW!DC) hosted its 16th Anniversary 
Gala at the Capital Hilton.  Gala attendees 
were lucky to be joined by several notable 
national education and media celebrities: 
CNN White House Correspondent Brianna 
Keilar  was the Gala emcee; District of Colum-
bia Mayor Vincent Gray was the Keynote 
Speaker; and U.S. Secretary of Education 
Arne Duncan, The Honorable Ray LaHood, 
Senator Tom Harkin (D-IA), and Chairman of 
the Senate Health, Education, Labor and  
Pensions (HELP) Committee were program  
participants.  Congressman Mike Quigley  
(D-IL)  and Chairman Kwame R. Brown also  
attended the event.  It isn’t often that these 
long -time advocates for youth are upstaged 
when it comes to speech-making, but despite 
their political presence, the student perform-
ers stole the show.  
     The first note sang by Amidon -Bowen Ele-
mentary School’s Choir quieted an otherwise 
lively audience of more than 440 guests, and 
every toe was tapping when the Walker -Jones 
Step Team, “Envy,” began their routine. Both 
groups helped set the stage for our show -

stopper – a precocious 5th-grade student 
from Burrville Elementary School who intro-
duced Mayor  Gray before the Keynote  
address. Clinard Smith  began his speech with 
a dramatic pause to draw attention, and with 
the timing and humor of a professional  
orator, concluded his introduction to laughter 
and applause.  
     Although Clinard was a hard act to follow, 

Mayor Vincent Gray delivers his keynote address 
 at the EW!DC Annual Gala. 

(Continued on page 2) 
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     This past January, many of our dedicated Reading 
Mentors celebrated National Mentoring Month by 
introducing their friends and colleagues to the  
Everybody Wins! DC Power Lunch program. As part 
of the Bring -A-Friend campaign this year, over two 
dozen new people were able to experience the joys of 
mentoring and reading with a child and witness the 
incredible effect that only an hour each week can 
have on a student. Because of all the current mentors 
who gave their friends an opportunity to participate 
in EW!DC, Power Lunch schools gained 20 new 
Reading Mentors, allowing our programs to reach 
more students and have greater impact.  
     Thanks to everyone who helped to strengthen our 
schools’ community partnerships and shorten our 
student waiting lists.  Your dedication is what allows 
EW!DC to continue making a difference in children’s 
lives!  

Everybody Wins! DC hosts Bring a Friend Month  

two Reading Mentors with more 
than 25 years of combined volun-
teering,  Senator Tom Harkin and 
the Honorable Ray LaHood, held 
their own with heartfelt speeches 
on the value of the Power Lunch 
program to its students. U.S  
Secretary of Education Arne  
Duncan spoke for a third year at 
the EW!DC Gala, noting that  

education is the civil rights cause of our 
generation. He recognized teachers,  
principals and Reading Mentors for their 
extraordinary work, highlighting the 
need for schools and communities to 
work together to promote student  
successes. Finally, with almost as much 
energy as the student performers, Mayor 
Gray - a long -time supporter of EW!DC - 
commended volunteers for their service 
and spoke passionately about the impor-
tance of early education programs for all 
students in the District of Columbia.  
     In between the rousing performances 
and speeches, EW!DC also recognized 
Michael DeSanctis of Jenner & Block 
LLP,  Hugh Redd of General Dynam-
ics,  and William R. Roberts of Verizon 

for their corporate leadership that helps 
EW!DC serve nearly 4,000 underserved 
students annually in the Capital region.  
     According to EW!DC’s Executive  
Director, Mary Salander, “Every person 
involved with this year’s Gala is deeply 
committed to improving the lives of  
underserved students by sparking a  
passion for learning through the magic of 
one-on-one mentoring relationships.   It’s 
truly an honor to share a stage with two 
U.S. Secretaries, a U.S. Senator and the 
District’s Mayor, knowing that we all 
share a calling to help students maximize 
their potential through education. Our 
supporters are incredible and our stu-
dents are awe-inspiring.   I can’t wait for 
next year.”  

Everybody Wins! DC’s 16th Annual Gala Celebration (Continued)  

CNN Correspondent Brianna Keilar  
as the Gala Emcee.  

 

Amy Skrzypchak joins Dagmawe Legesse and his mentor, Sarah Leismer,  
at Highland View Elementary School.  
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     All it took was an email from 
Washington Post’s then-
Managing Editor Bob Kaiser, and 
Pat O’Shea was ready to join  
Everybody Wins! DC’s (EW!DC) 
Power Lunch Program. She didn’t 
even need to attend the Informa-
tion Session led by Executive  
Director, Mary Salander, to know 
that being a Reading Mentor was 
a “great volunteer opportunity” 
and “an incredibly special thing to 
do for a child.”  
     For the past 15 years, this busy 
Executive Assistant has been a 
faithful Reading Mentor at Ross 
Elementary School. O’Shea not 
only volunteers her time, but also serves 
as a point of contact for the program, re-
cruiting her colleagues to join in the fun. 
The Washington Post have had between 
30 to 60 employees participating in the 
program each year, thanks to O’Shea’s 
efforts. She extends her involvement by 

helping to coordinate Ross Elementary 
School’s end-of-year celebration (held at 
The Post, of course) so that Power Lunch 
participants can enjoy a state- of-the-art 
event. 
     O’Shea’s dedication to the program is 
evident during her Power Lunch session 

with her mentee, 5th grader 
Darell Nguele. They have been 
reading together for two years, 
and they will tell you that the 
best book they have read is 
“Lunch Money” by Andrew 
Clements. Darell describes 
O’Shea as fun to read with, and 
“the best reader.” She helps him 
understand the meaning of 
words, and he explains, “I feel 
very special to know that she 
cares about me and my future.”  
     On March 15, 2011, O’Shea 
received the Minnon Friedman 
Mentor of the Year Award at 
EW!DC’s Annual Gala Celebra-

tion. The award recognizes an individual 
who demonstrates outstanding leadership 
and commitment as a mentor in the 
Power Lunch program. O’Shea, who goes 
above and beyond to enrich the Power 
Lunch program at Ross, surely fits the bill.  

Power of Two: Pat O’Shea and Darell Nguele  

Target as Lead Mentor Corporate Sponsor (Continued)  

Friedman Award winner Pat O’Shea shares a book with her  
mentee, Darell Nguele, at Ross Elementary School. 

Power Lunch students Maribella Alvarado, Robert Hampton and  
Aymee Moore by the Target sign at Brent Elementary School. 

proud to partner with EW!DC as part of our ongoing commit-
ment to strengthen communities where our guests and team 
members live and work.”  
     This grant is part of ongoing efforts by Target to strengthen 
families and communities throughout the country. Since open-
ing its doors in 1962, Target has given five percent of its income 

to communities. To-
day, that giving equals 
more than $3 million 
every week. 
     Target also gives 

through signature programs that are designed to inspire learn-
ing in children and families.   This spring, EW!DC mentors may 
have noticed Target representatives visiting two Power Lunch 
schools as potential Target School Library Makeovers, a pro-
gram that provides year-round volunteer opportunities for  
Target team members to get involved with their local school.  
 Additionally, Target’s Take Charge of Education®, a school 
fundraising program; and Field Trip Grants, a program that 
helps educators bring learning to life outside the classroom 
through the distribution of grants, positively impact students in 
the Washington Metropolitan Area.  
     Minneapolis -based Target Corporation (NYSE:TGT) serves 
guests at 1,752 stores in 49 states nationwide and at  

Target.com.   For more information about Target’s commitment 
to corporate responsibility, visit Target.com/hereforgood . 



 

 

Everybody Wins! DC 2011 Gala Sponsors 
SuperinTendenT 

General Dynamics 
Verizon  

principal 
Jenner & Block LLP 

RAI Services Company 

Vice principal 
Sidley Austin LLP 

Skadden, Arps, Slate, Meagher & Flom LLP 
Venable LLP  

Teacher 
Aon  

The Clark Charitable Foundation  
Candice Evans & Dick Belanger  

The Harbour Group  
Norma & Kwang Kim  

Washington Hospital Center  
Rachel Carren & Mark Young  

Coach 
Aetna 

American Petroleum Institute  
American Resort Development Association 

Blank Rome LLP 
CME Group  

CTIA – The Wireless Association 
Doggett Enterprises, Inc. 

Ernst & Young LLP 
FAMCO  

HighRoads 
Hilton Worldwide  

The JBG Companies  
Kaiser Permanente 

KPMG LLP 
 Mercer  

Helaine Greenfield & Richard Mintz  
National Education Association  

PricewaterhouseCoopers  
Libby & David Savner  

Sedgwick Claims Management Services, Inc. 
Stewart Family Fund 

Thomson Reuters  
Towers Watson 

Trion, a Marsh & McLennan Agency, LLC 
The Washington Post Company 

The Nationals Mascot Screech  
              at the EW!DC Gala. 
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Thank You for Supporting Our Gala Celebration!  

Everybody Wins! DC extends a heartfelt thanks to all of the companies, organizations, friends and  
volunteers who sponsored and attended the 16th Annual Gala.  With you by our side, we are able  
to bring the Everybody Wins! DC programs into our communities to touch the lives of thousands  

of children in need.  Thank you for making it all possible! 
 

STudenT 

Long-time EW!DC supporter, The  
Honorable Ray LaHood. 

Senator Tom Harkin receives an award  
from his mentee, Javon Carter. 

Secretary of Education  
Arne Duncan. 

Choir from Amidon-Bowen  
Elementary School serenades 
the crowd.  

Walker Jones Elementary School’s Step Team,  
Envy, prepares backstage with EW!DC Program  

& Volunteer Coordinator, Lavanya Poteau. 
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Robert Bedingfield  
CareFirst BlueCross BlueShield 

Charles & Margaret Levin Family Foundation  
CIGNAHealthCare  

Clifford & Garde, LLP 
Credence Management Solutions LLC 

C-SPAN 
Davis & Harman LLP 
Anita & Noel Epstein  

ERS Group  
EuroMotorcars Inc.  
FMAS Corporation  

Hager Strategic  
Michael C. Hoyle  

Gloria & Arnie Koonin  
David M. Landow  

Lerch, Early & Brewer, Chartered 
Amy Bess & Jeff Lesher 

MAERSK 
Faye Berger & Andy Mitchell  

PINP, Inc.  
Powers Pyles Sutter & Verville PC 

Prudential  
Mary & James Salander  

Vivian & Garry Schweitz 
Venn Strategies, LLC 

White & Case LLP 



 

 

     At the heart of a literacy 
organization is, of course, the 
literature! Thanks to generous 
book contributions from our 
partners, Everybody Wins! 
DC (EW!DC) has been able to 
increase the number of book 
distributions this school year, 
placing more books in our 
students’ hands. This means 
that students will take their 
love of reading home, adding 
to their personal libraries and 
continuing their education 
after school has ended.  
     Our excellent relationship 
with Borders continues, and 
we would particularly like to thank the 
Pentagon City Borders location for the 
incredible influx of over 1,300 donated 
books they have generated this year. A 
big thank -you also goes to Target for its 
1,500 donated books, to be used primarily 
for student book distributions.  
     EW!DC is also grateful for our long -
term partnership with the Washington 

Redskins Charitable Foundation. Through 
a game-day book drive in the fall and in 
conjunction with Borders, the partnership 
resulted in more than 3,000 books being 
collected for our programs!  
     Other partners who donated books this 
school year include: The Washington Post, 
the Montgomery Surgery Center, the  
International Reading Association, John 

Thompson III Foundation & 
Georgetown University Basketball, 
WALRAA, the United Way, and the 
Department of Education, as well as 
an impressive number of individual 
mentors, who donate to our pro-
gram book collections year-round.  
     All of us at EW!DC – as well as 
all of our students – cannot thank 
you enough for your generosity! 
This year we received over 7,000 
book donations, valued at more 
than $50,000!  
     We are always open to accepting 
more books and providing more 
options to our students. If your of-
fice is interested in hosting a book 

drive for Everybody Wins! DC, we would 
be happy to provide signs, posters, boxes 
and a book wish list. Please feel free to 
contact Julie Wolf at 
jwolf@everybodywinsdc.org  if this can be 
a possibility for your organization. Thank 
you again for your dedication to helping 
us promote and improve children’s  
literacy!  

Everybody Wins! DC Book Report  

 
Readers Are Leaders Pair Sets a New Record 

Readers are Leaders Pair Destiny Wideman and Rena. 
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Everybody Wins! DC’s book donation stand at Pentagon City Borders. 

     There’s some magic happening at 
Burrville Elementary School, and it’s 
all because of one reading pair.  
They’re partners in the Readers Are 
Leaders program who have read 
over 100 books together this school 
year – a new Readers Are Leaders 
record!    
     Maybe the magic is happening 
because Destiny Wideman, a fifth 
grader and Readers Are Leaders 
Older Partner, wants to be a teacher 
when she grows up.    
     Or maybe the magic is happening 
because Destiny, an avid reader, 
knows how to share that love of 
reading with Rena Perry, her mentee 
(Younger Partner) of two years, and 
a second grader at Burrville.    
     Initially, Rena was apprehensive 
about reading, but with Destiny’s 

encouragement, she has begun to 
love reading - a lot!  
     Rena and Destiny meet every 
Wednesday under the caring eye of 
School Coordinator Darlene 
Jones. The pair fills out a Book Log 
with the names of the books they 
share, and they have had to ask 
Jones several times for more pages 
to log all the titles they read. 
      Rena and Destiny have devel-
oped a relationship of support, care 
and encouragement that allows  them 
to spend time together enjoying the 
worlds opened to them through 
books. Rena will tell you she is glad 
to have Destiny as a role model in 
her life.   And the Burrville Readers 
Are Leaders program is glad to have 
two such passionate students bring-
ing the magic forward!  
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Everybody Wins! DC is a privately funded, 501(c)(3) non-profit organization.   
 

To support us through the United Way/Combined Federal Campaign,  
designate Everybody Wins! DC on your pledge card! 

 

 

Everybody Wins! DC 
1213 K Street, NW   

Washington, DC 20005 
 

 

making a Difference Through menTorinG! 
EW!DC is committed to transforming the lives of children through reading;  

to opening the doors to learning and opportunity; and to inspiring both  
students and mentors through the power of sharing and caring.  Join us to  

discover the joy of reading!  

Power Lunch  
Celeste Brown Thomson 

Joanna Charles Francis Stevens 
Hannah Cutts Brent 
Krista Ford Amidon 

Evangelyn Kirk  Tyler 
Monika Lawrence Marie Reed 

Angel Lee Brent 
Pamela Moore Walker Jones 

Alexis Paul Tyler 
Doris Pena Marie Reed 

Keith Stewart Walker Jones 
Rigena Stewart  Floater 

Sarah Toth Highland View 
Celeste Visser Ross 
Erik Wesley Amidon 

Nanita Wilson  Garrison 
 

Readers Are Leaders 
Brenda Artis River Terrace 

Karla Beltran Tubman 
Gloria Fantroy JC Nalle 
Alibia Henry Raymond 

Lauren Hinmon J.O. Wilson 
Darlene Jones Burrville 

Donna McKinney Seaton 
Julia McNeal King 

Brandon Wetherbee Tubman 

Coordinators  

Dick Belanger, Esq.  
Sidley Austin LLP 

Amy Bess 
Vedder Price P.C. 
Mark Director  

Kirkland & Ellis LLP 
Kwang Kim  

Private Investor 
Arnold Koonin  

Citigroup Smith Barney 
Gen. (ret.) Les Lyles 
Independent Consultant  

Christopher McGee—Secretary 
Mercer 

Richard Mintz  
The Harbour Group 

Andrew Mitchell, CPA—Treasurer 
Romano & Mitchell  
Jonas Neihardt  
Hilton Worldwide 

Karl Racine, Esq. 
Venable LLP 
Hugh Redd 

General Dynamics 
Mary Salander —Executive Director  

Everybody Wins! DC 
Howard Woolley  

Verizon Wireless 
Mark Young, Esq.—Chairman  

Skadden, Arps, Slate, Meagher & Flom LLP 
Noel Epstein—Emeritus  
Washington Post—Retired 

Arthur Tannenbaum —Emeritus  
Everybody Wins! USA 
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Everybody wins! DC would liKe To ThanK all of our 
many parTicipaTinG companies and orGanizaTions:  

  Everybody Wins! DC 
  1213 K Street, NW  
  Washington, DC 20005 
  Phone: (202) 216-9467 
  Fax:  (202) 216-9552 
  www.everybodywinsdc.org 

*As of April 2011 
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